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The Third McDougall Award 


Mr. Haakon Forwald of Ludvika, 
Sweden, was named on February 20 by 
the Parapsychology Laboratory of Duke 
University as the recipient of the Third 
William McDougall Award for Distin- 
guished Work in Parapsychology. The 
award went to Mr. Forwald for his ar- 
ticle, published jointly with Dr. J. G. 
Pratt of the Duke Laboratory under the 
title “Confirmation of the PK Placement 
Effect,” which appeared in the March is- 
sue of the Journal of Parapsychology for 
1958. The date of the grant of the Third 
Award was moved up to February from 
the June date on which the first and sec- 
ond awards had been made. The first 
Award (for 1956) was given to Mr. J. G. 
van Busschbach, Superintendent of 
Schools of Amsterdam, Holland, and the 
second (for 1957), jointly to Mr. G. W. 


Fisk and Dr. D. J. West of Great Britain. 
The award was named in honor of the 


late Professor William McDougall, 
F.R.S., who founded the Department of 
Psychology at Duke University and spon- 
sored the establishment of the Para- 
psychology Laboratory. This annual me- 
morial Award was created in 1957 by the 
Laboratory staff as a token of their rec- 
ognition .of fellow-parapsychologists 
everywhere and of the essential fraternity 
that underlies the broad endeavors of all 
workers in this field. It is given for the 
parapsychological publication during the 
preceding year which, in the judgment of 
the staff, made the most outstanding con- 
tribution to the field, and is accompanied 
by a research grant of one thousand dol- 
lars. The Award is made, however, only 
to persons not on the staff of the Labora- 
tory at the time the relevant work was 
done. (Thus Dr. Pratt, though a joint 
author with Mr. Forwald, is ineligible.) 

Readers of the Bulletin are already ac- 
quainted with Mr. Forwald, since it was 
only a year ago that a biographical sketch 
of him appeared herein. It is sufficient to 


say, therefore, that Mr. Forwald is now 
internationally known in parapsychology 
as well as in his primary professional field 
of electrical engineering. 

Forwald’s researches in parapsychology 
have been exclusively concerned with psy- 
chokinesis. His early investigations grew 
out of collaboration with the Duke Lab- 
oratory and his work was first introduced 
in the Journal of Parapsychology by J. B. 
Rhine in March, 1951. Between that and 
the Award article in 1958, the Journal 
published seven research reports by For- 
wald on his work in psychokinesis. 

Forwald’s main contribution is his de- 
velopment of a method of estimating the 
energy involved in the lateral displace- 
ment of the falling die by PK. This con- 
version of the PK force to dynes and ergs 
was an unprecedented advance. Its im- 
portance was regarded so highly that the 
Parapsychology Laboratory at Duke in- 
vited Forwald for a period of research 
under conditions that introduced addi- 
tional safeguards not possible for the in- 
vestigator working alone, as Forwald had 
necessarily done in his earlier investiga- 
tions. Under the conditions of dual ob- 
servation and recording at Duke, For- 
wald was able to reproduce the significant 
PK results in placement tests that he had 
obtained earlier in Sweden to a degree 
sufficient to furnish conclusive confirma- 
tion of his ability as a subject. His paper 
(with Pratt) reports the results of the 
Duke studies. An account of other in- 
vestigations will follow in the June issue 
of the Journal. 

For more than a decade Forwald has 
been a highly productive and persistent 
experimenter, especially so for an avoca- 
tional parapsychologist. He has also been 
highly co-operative with other workers 
in the field. Word has just been received, 
though it has not been officially released, 
that Forwald has accepted an invitation 
by another American university for an- 
other research visit later this year. 
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Another Doctorate for a Thesis on Psi Research 


Rhodes University of Grahamstown, 
South Africa, has awarded the Ph.D. de- 
gree to Maurice C. Marsh, Lecturer in 
the Rhodes Psychology Department un- 
der Professor E. H. Wild, for a thesis 
based on his experimental work in extra- 
sensory perception. The degree will be 
conferred at the Commencement exercises 
in April of this year. It is the second to 
be granted in parapsychology in recent 
years, the last preceding having been that 
conferred on Sigurd Binski by the Uni- 
versity of Bonn in Germany in June, 
1957, for a thesis based on experiments 
carried out in the Department of Psy- 
chology on psychokinesis. 

Dr. Marsh was introduced to the 
readers of the Bulletin in February, 1952, 
following his two months’ visit to the 
Parapsychology Laboratory at Duke. He 
had then already begun the analysis of the 
experimental data which served as a basis 
for his thesis report. Under the title 


“Linkage in Extrasensory Perception,” 
a two-volume mimeographed work of ap- 


proximately 700 pages was prepared in 
fulfillment of the requirements of the de- 
gree. Bound copies of this thesis are 
available for study at the Parapsychology 
Laboratory at Duke, the Department of 
Parapsychology at the University of 
Utrecht, and at the headquarters of the 
S.P.R. in London and of the A.S.P.R. in 
New York. An article based on the thesis 
is under preparation for the Journal of 
Parapsychology. 

The main contributions of the thesis 
are: first, evidence of general extrasen- 
sory perception, from drawings made by 
371 subjects who were attempting to 
duplicate a series of fifty target drawings 
under observation by an agent located 
470 miles away; second, the evidence of 
an association between the ESP test re- 
sults and personality ratings of the sub- 
jects; third, evidence of a special relation 
between agent and the subjects when cer- 
tain token objects from the former were 
furnished the subjects to aid them in mak- 
ing contact with him. 


Lectures of Significance 


Madras, January 2, 1959—During the 
three-day program of the Sixth Madras 
Psychology Conference at the University 
of Madras, the afternoon session of Jan- 
uary 2, from 2 to 4 P.M., was given over 
entirely to parapsychology. Dr. C. T. K. 
Chari of Madras Christian College was 
Chairman, and three papers were pre- 
sented. The speakers and titles were: 
Professor S. K. Bose, “A Critique of Meth- 
ods Employed in Parapsychology”; H. M. 
Banerjee, “First Step Towards Establish- 
ing Parapsychological Research in In- 
dia”; Professor B. L. Atreya, “Some 
Problems for Parapsychological Research 
in India.” 

Freiburg—lIn its annual volume of lec- 
tures for the year 1957-58, the University 
of Freiburg has included a lecture on 
parapsychology by Professor Hans 
Bender of the Institute of Psychology, 
under the title, “Parapsychische Phano- 
mene als wissenschaftlich Grenzfrage.” 
(Parapsychical Phenomena as Frontier 
Problems of Science.) The lecture is a 
general introductory review of parapsy- 
chology with emphasis on controlled uni- 
versity studies but with consideration also 


of criticism, theories, and implications. 

Washington—At a luncheon meeting, 
December 29, 1958, of the Physics Sec- 
tion of the American Association for the 
Advancement of Science, the retiring 
vice-president, Professor (Emeritus) 
Raymond T. Birge of the University of 
California, delivered his official address 
under the title, “Science, Pseudo-Science 
and Parapsychology.” Although Profes- 
sor Birge did not attempt to relate his 
subject, parapsychology, to the field of 
physics and offered little specific scientific 
criticism, he admitted to serious puzzle- 
ment (presumably semantic and_philo- 
sophical). Parapsychology, he thinks, is 
“neither a science nor a pseudo-science, 
but a unique thing, .. . the attempt to in- 
vestigate the supernatural by laboratory 
methods, . . . a direct violation of the 
most fundamental postulates of orthodox 
science, . . . with no suggested explana- 
tion . .. worthy of serious consideration.” 
The choice of a nonphysical topic for 
such an occasion, supported as it was 
(even though with reservations ) by much 
sound information about it, may have 
significance. 
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Research activities vary widely in para- 
psychology—how widely few, perhaps, are 
aware, since only completed inquiries 
reach publication, and those only in the 
course of time. 

One experimenter, for example, is trying: 
to breed a strain of mice better equipped 
with ESP by testing them in a maze 
in which wrong turnings mean death 
and the right ones survival. Another is 
poised and ready at all times to follow 
up reports of the so-called poltergeist; he 
has just returned from his latest trip with 
a full confession from an adolescent 
prankster. Still another is examining 
persons with dowsing ability; the latest 
claimant tested gave significantly dis- 
placed responses. 

What other field can offer such diver- 
gencies? One job, for example, has to do 
with the appraisal of literary works pro- 
duced by automatic writing ; the search is 
for parapsychical elements in the material. 
Another one deals with the testing of dogs 
that indicate (by barking or tapping with 
the foot) numbers of which the owner is 
thinking; the aim is to test for telepathy 
between man and dog. One inquirer is 
developing an improved ESP test ma- 
chine, and within the same field another 
explorer is following up the claims of a 
“cloud-buster,” but is attempting to bring 
the suspected PK function down to a 
more measurable physical change (e.g., 
the rate of melting of ice cubes). 

Other workers prefer to deal with hyp- 
notized subjects and are trying by means 
of it to get reports by ESP from distant 
scenes. But at least one investigator is 
exploring pigeon homing for evidence 
that ESP may be involved. There are 
enthusiasts, too, in search of psi games 
that may embody useful tests in a pleasur- 
able form of play, hoping to raise scoring 
levels higher and sustain interest longer. 
Others still are just as keen to discover 
some physiological measurement such 
as brain waves (EEG) linked with ESP 
scoring rates. These are wide variations 
indeed. 

There are some very exploratory ap- 
proaches too, as for example, those lead- 
ing into the claims and practices of 
Spiritualism in search of phenomena 
worth following up. Still others, com- 


The Range of Inquiry in Parapsychology 


ing at the field from the neurological 
angle, involve the testing of lobotomy 
patients before and after the operation, 
to learn if ESP ability is affected (and 
thus, perhaps, localized). A psychologist 
is searching for learning effects in con- 
secutive ESP responses and a statistician 
is trying to adapt ESP communication to 
the symbolism and method of information 
theory. 

Here and there is still an inquirer 
searching for personality correlates of 
psi test performance. Other investiga- 
tors are drawn to the schoolroom as a 
field of ESP testing ready for use; some 
of the comparisons concern ESP and 
class grades, others the teacher-pupil 
relation or, again, the question of intelli- 
gence in the pupils. Still other experi- 
menters are aiming their inquiries at 
more specific problems; for example, the 
question of the inevitability of a precog- 
nized event or whether the hypnotized 
mother can be induced to identify clair- 
voyantly the sex of the unborn babe, or, 
again, whether subjects can be led to 
make reliable predictions of their run 
scores before checking. 

Some research activities are more or 
less defensive, such as the testing of 
claims of entertainers pretending to use 
ESP or those of a charlatan trying to 
sell his “discovery” of a way to teach 
ESP to the blind. More rewarding if 
not more necessary are the searches be- 
ing made for psychological states more 
favorable to psi activity, as, for example, 
cultivated relaxation, hynotically induced 
confidence or specially induced motiva- 
tion; the same may be said for the cur- 
rent pursuit of physiological conditions 
and changes that affect ESP and _ that 
can be measured, for example, through 
the psychogalvanic skin response. 

Spontaneous psi experiences too are the 
research material for a few workers in 
the field. One is concerned with the col- 
lection of cases especially bearing upon 
the problem of post-mortem survival; 
another with cases bearing on the scope 
of PK or psychokinesis; and still another 
with what such experiences can tell us 
as to how psi functions as a mental proc- 
Both through cases and experi- 
ments an attempt is being made by other 


ess. 


af 3 


i 
: 
a 
~ 
| 


investigators to discover the extent of 
“time-reach” in precognition. 

The primary interest of still another set 
of workers is concentrated on the effect of 
narcotic, tranquilizing and _ stimulating 
drugs, while that of a different group fo- 
cuses on the effects of group competition 
(intercollegiate, for example) in ESP 
performance. More than one worker is 
dedicated to the objective of better selec- 
tion of subjects and others still to better 
methods of preparing subjects for success- 
ful test performance. 

Even if not complete, this sketch of 
activities in parapsychology offers con- 
siderable variety. The field of parapsy- 
chology is not, of course, so disorganized 
as this frankly haphazard account might 
make it appear; here we are saying only 
that these are some of the things that are 
being attempted in parapsychology today. 
It may give a better perspective of the 
field to have some conception of the 
scope of this activity. How many of 
these investigations will bear fruit and 
reach publication remains to be seen; but 
all such fruitions depend, of course, on 
beginnings; and, in general, the broader 
the coverage the better. 


Books, Monographs and Articles 


Professor B, L. Atreya of the Benares 
Hindu University, India, has recently 
brought out a revised and enlarged edi- 
tion of his book, An /ntroduction to Para- 
psychology. In his introduction, Dr. 
C. P. Ramaswamiaiyar expresses confi- 
dence that this experimental science is 
“in the making” and regrets that Indian 
universities have not established centers 
of experimental psychical research. 

A small book with another distinctive 
(Roman Catholic) viewpoint has just 
appeared under the title Psychical Phe- 
nomena (Hawthorne Books, New York). 
Father Reginald Omez, O.P., with doc- 
torates in theology and philosophy, has 
reviewed the case for parapsychology and 
its relation to his church; his book ap- 
pears as Volume 36 in the Twentieth Cen- 
tury Encyclopedia of Catholicism. 

Dr. Gordon L. Mangan of Victoria 
University, Wellington, New Zealand, has 
published a 52-page Review of Published 


Research on the Relationship of Some 
Personality Variables to ESP Scoring 
Levels as the first of what may become 
an important series in the literature of 
psychology, under the heading Parapsy- 
chological Monographs (Parapsychology 
Foundation, New York). 

Readable and well-balanced treatments 
of parapsychology for the general public 
are rare, but Mrs. Florence S. Edsall 
has produced one under the title, The 
World of Psychic Phenomena (David 
McKay Company, New York, N. Y.). 

A book by the only professor of para- 
psychology in the world today, Dr. 
W. H. C. Tenhaeff, ought to be of in- 
terest even though thus far it has ap- 
peared only in the Dutch language. Dr. 
Tenhaeff’s latest book is entitled (in 
translation) Telepathy and Clairvoyance 
(W. DeHaan, Antwerp). 

Among other works touching on para- 
psychology there is Magic and Religion 
(Philosophical Library, New York) by 
Dr. George B. Vetter, of the Department 
of Psychology, New York University. 
His chapter on “Contemporary Magical 
Religious Manifestations” gives consider- 
able space to a critical review of parapsy- 
chology. He holds that magic and reli- 
gion are “part and parcel of the material 
universe as known by and through the 
world of science.” 

In his introduction to a reprint of Berg- 
son’s lectures, “The World of Dreams” 
(Philosophical Library, New York), Pro- 
fessor Wade Baskin of Southern State 
College, Arkansas, reviews recent experi- 
mental studies of dreaming and their bear- 
ing on Bergson’s reflections. He dis- 
cusses Bergson’s interest in the phenom- 
ena and findings of parapsychology in re- 
lation to his reflections. 

In the November issue of Harper’s 
Magazine, under the title of “Scientists 
with Half-closed Minds,” Dr. Ian Steven- 
son, Chairman of the Department of Psy- 
chiatry of the University of Virginia, 
School of Medicine, discusses the “harm- 
ful incredulity” with which many new 
scientific developments have been re- 
ceived and the serious consequences of 
such resistance. Parapsychology is dis- 
cussed as a case in point. 


The Parapsycno.tocy Bu tietin, issued quarterly, is sent to all Journal of Parapsychology subscribers. 
Others may subscribe for $1 a year by applying to the Parapsychology Bulletin, College Station, Durham, 
- North Carolina 
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